FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 3, 2007

GDOT Announces Transportation
Enhancement Funding Awards

ATLANTA - State Transportation Board member Rudy Bowen of Duluth today
announced the recipients of Transportation Enhancement (TE) program funds [or Fiscal
Year 2008 & Fiscal Year 2009 for the 72 Congressional District.

The TE program is federally-funded and was originally established in 1991 by the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Elliciency Act (ISTEA). The program was continued by
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act— A Legacy For Users
(SAFETEA-LU) in 2005. The Georgia DOT’s PMlanning Office manages the TE program in
Georgia.

“1'm delighted to announce these grants,” Bowen said, “We received a great many
excellent applications from communities and organizations in the 7" District,
Unfortunately, we could not fund them all in this grant phase. The selected projects show
great local government commitment to improving their community’s quality of lile and their
local elected leaders and state legislators are 1o be commended.”

The TE program’s goal is to enrich the transportation experience of (Georgians through
speeilic types of cohancement projects. The kinds of projects funded by the TE program
include multi-use facilities such as walking and biking trails and paths; streetscaping and
landscaping projects in cities and towns; historic preservation of transportation-related
facilities like railroad depots; and scenic preservation of views and scenic byways.

This year, the Georgia [DOT received a total of 285 eligible applications representing
combined requests for more than $176 million in federal funds from all 13 congressional
districts. In this selection round, $54.6 million in federal funds are available for Fiscal
Years 2008 and 2009 for distribution statewide.

Up 1o 80 percent of the funds being used lor these projects have been provided by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), with the local government funding the remainder






