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e " e S DULUTH - A former Wal-Mart store, empty for four years, will house an indoor
B = 575% Asian mall this fall,

5 Assi Plaza will open its second Gwinnett locstion in Duluth, project manager

¥ Ahn said Rhee Bros. has owned the lozss on the Wal-Mart since 2003, but
had to finish its Sugarioaf store on Old Peachiree Road before it could move
forward with the Pleasant Hilt project.

Spsciﬁi Pﬁmu 2 The company has a B3-yoar lsase on the slore, which is being expanded o
Assi Plaza will open its second Gwinnett more than 140,000 square feet Ahn said it will have 40 stores salling food,

I'mﬂtiﬂn in Dﬂl'ﬂﬂ! ata I-m “Iral._m Wﬁnﬂﬁm. l:hﬁll'lg and other marchandise,

store, which hias stood empty for four = try to focus not only an Asian customers, but on local customers.” Ahn
years. said.

The Korean business is coming af & ime when other, similar stores are making their mark in the Gwinnett Place arsa, Joe
Aflen, the director of the Community Improvement District, said Super H Marl has been successiul furthar up the road.

The long-empty Macy's st Gwinnett Place Mall is being filled by the Korean Mega Mart, which i= du= {0 open

in Febnuany,

“In a way, i's a symbol for the area,” Allen said of the new Assi project. "On one level, we'rs kind of going back o what
we've had. The retail environment is reflecting the demographic shifts. Il's a microcosm of what's happening to the county
as a whole.™

County Chairman Charies Bannister said the empty Wal-Mart had become an ayesore, bui that he was looking forward 1o
again seeing it thrive. He encouraged the company to look for other beations in Gwinnatt.

Tha Sugarioaf store has baan opan sinca 2005 Jim Maran, president of ihe Gwinnstt Chamber of Commerce, s3id he ofien
shops for seafood thare and enjoys the freshness and variety of the seiection.

Ahn said he expects the plaza 1o hire 300 employees and have about 12,000 cusiomers weskly
The addition will be 2 hug= positive for the area, Bannister said.

"This i5 & new Bt clon in the revitalization offodt " he said. T dosily honoiad that ¥ou chose Gwinnett Coundy once

again.”
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