Old Macy’s leased to
Korean discount store
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Lﬁ'ﬁ"R]'N(_E\*I.LLE — P.
South Koresn departiment store
making ite fiest enTy into the
115, market will be filling the
vacunt Macy's space at Gwin-
neit Place Mall,

Developer George
Thomdyke, who owns the
space, said Wednesday that
Korean Mega bMan -— known
a5 i ~-should beteady to open
in Felwuary 2008, '

Thomdyloe said the new siors
will be much like Macy's,
which moved to a new location
in the maall four years ago, leav-
ing its old spe emply. Tn addi-
tion to clothing, handlbags and
cosmetics, Thomdyke said
Mega Mart will also have an
e * hall and 8 grocery storz
L icindes exotz [oods, test
ing stations and repdy-to-eat
dishes,

“Tt"s kind of new [or Ameri-
ca, but afrer sseing it Thelieve it
is samething that will catch on,”

The developer said Mega
Mdart iz the only tenant he tried
to put in the store and that he
has been pursuing a deal with
the compuny for o yeor and &
hall. Thommdyke said he visied
[ive of the company’s stores on
4 top to Souh Korea, the com-
pany has 12 Korean stores and
thres an Chimg

The Gwinnett Place store will
sarve as a test for the United
States, Thomdyle said, and the
company will lock to expand n
five other ciries if the move goes
well. A zzcond Adanta location
is alsn being considercd.

Joe Adlen, the directer of the

Gwinnert Place Community’

Tmpmovement Dhgncl, said he
thinks the store’s sddidon will
enhance the shopping eipei-
ence i he mall, )

“T think-it wili e a very
proeitfive impeel” Allen asid,
" real o see thot location
I filled with rowsil ence
agamn.” .

ﬂlh:t inmtemanional businesss-
05 A coming (o the Gwinnott
Plocs aren, including a nomber
oi shops and resiaumanis nihe
nearby Gwinnett Predo and

Gwinmell Coonfy commmssion-

Gwinnatt Stafdon shopping cen-
ters. “There, developer Ly
Phillips said she wans o mans-
forrn the gnea ints ons msch lle
Buford Highway.

In a survey sponsoced by the
CTT and released Wednesday, 8
percent of Crwinnen residents
sl the area’s enlmral diversity
is it greatest srength. An addi-
ticmal 28 peteant of residents
saic] more and luger enlmrally
divers= stores wonld entice
ihem to shap bn the dismice.

Thomdyke szid be is coumt-
ing on the store's specess W
cement Gwinnett's reputation
as o draw for people of ol col-
TIIcs.

“Arianta is not 4 city that peo-
ple from all over fhe world
come t, but for some reason,
Grwimnett County s become
that,” he said, “1f Gwinneit does
it right, we can wly become an
intermational cimy
Mega Mart will have a 15-
vear lease, with the oplion of
renewing for another 15 years,
and 150 employees, Thomdyke
said reoovations to (he 240,00
sgnare-foot  storefrunl  are
already underway, amd will
inchyde changing the look of the
uilding's cntrances wnd wllow-
ing access directly o the siove’s
third floor.

A stalement from Simon |
Properties, the mall's owncr, |
called Mega Mt o “frech and
umigee” experience and said the
company 1 locking forward to
welanming the development,

“We helisve the addition will
s=rve 48 vet anothes posilive
change talong place at Gwinnat
Flace Moll to bring even mone
choless m our shoppers,” the
statement said.

Thomdwle said he aod others |
hope that Mega Man'y entrance |
mio the mall will help tring [
e shoppers 1o Lhe area

“TIt’s huge” Thomdyke said
“I's gaing wo be snting”

Bringing the siore to Gwin-
neit Place will nol mean any-
thing for & lawsuit Thomdyke
filsd n year sgo regarding

ers’ dhewision not ta allow & high-
Tise I the mall’s paking fof, he
waiel, That suit, which is now in
discovery, will conmmie 6 go
fuarwarel,

CID Nole:

# is nol a discount store.
The CID welcomes M to the
greater Gwinnett Place area.



